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Who are AMRC 

Established in 1987, the Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC) is the 
UK’s national membership organisation for health and medical research charities.

We have over 140 member charities based across the UK 

Our vision
The AMRC will be the leading voice of the health and medical research charity 
sector, supporting charities to deliver high-quality research and champion impact for 
patient and public benefit.



Who are our members? 

https://www.amrc.org.uk/Pages/Category/member-directory



What do they fund

https://www.amrc.org.uk/2018-infographic



What do they fund

The AMRC members that use 
Researchfish now cover over 

90% of this spend 



Why Monitor Research Outcomes/Impact?

It’s vital for charities to show the money their supporters donate is being 
spent wisely

Collecting impact data allows charities to :

- Evaluate their research portfolio 

- Inform new research strategies and funding calls

- Provide material for fundraising campaigns

- Create new comms content (newsletters, website, social media, etc) 

- Report to key stakeholders, trustees, members

- Inspire and engage research community

- Demonstrate difference they are making to patients and families



Collecting Impact Data 

Possible collection methods: 

- Standard progress reports or surveys

- Phone or in person interviews of award holders

- Online impact collection platforms

- Mining online data repositories
(publications, patents, products)

- Publication metrics

- Online attention and activity (altmetrics)

Methods charities use depends 
on:

- Size of portfolio

- Breadth of portfolio

- Retrospective or prospective

- Staff resources

- Budget

- What types of impact they expect or 
want to assess?



AMRC and Researchfish  

Since 2012 AMRC has worked in collaboration with MRC to support members in 
their use of Researchfish 

For the first 5 years MRC funded the Researchfish costs of AMRC member 
charities that chose to use the system 

We have just started a further four year deal in which costs for smaller charities are 
being split between the MRC and each eligible charity

As part of these deals AMRC:

• Facilitates an AMRC Researchfish user group 
• Provides 1:1 advice and support to members using 

Researchfish
• Represents members as part of the Researchfish 

steering board and other governance committees
• Supports members to maximise use of the data
• Enables data sharing between members 
• Uses data from all members using Researchfish to 

evidence the impact of the sector 



Exploring AMRC members Researchfish Data

• AMRC is in quite a unique position 

• All data and outcomes submitted to AMRC members are also made visible to us 
(with members consent)

• This allows us to look at across multiple funders and start to investigate the value of 
comparative analysis, benchmarking and data sharing

• In 2016 we developed an interactive data analysis tool in Qlik 

• This was shared with a subset of funders who were willing to make their data 
available to each other

• A strict data sharing agreement was in place 



Interactive analysis



Interactive analysis



Interactive analysis



AMRC use of Researchfish Data 

Infographics

Impact Animation

Impact report
Spotlight reports



AMRC Impact Report - Overview 

• 40 AMRC charities
• Researchfish data
• Defines 5 impact areas
• 40 case studies included

http://www.amrc.org.uk/our-work/showing-impact/making-a-difference-impact-report-2017

http://www.amrc.org.uk/our-work/showing-impact/making-a-difference-impact-report-2017


AMRC Impact Report – Areas of Impact 



Impact Report – Frequency of outcomes  

From a total of 5287 awards: 



AMRC Impact Report - Partnerships 

35% of the awards involved 
6,560 partnerships



AMRC Impact Report – Case studies 



AMRC Impact Report – Research Activity



Engagement with AMRC reports 

• The impact report had great engagement on twitter
– #charityimpact reached over 1 million people

• The impact animation has 1,500 views on YouTube

• Spotlight on mental health was the most popular AMRC 
publication in May 2017

• Spotlight on cancer was the second most popular AMRC 
publication in August 2017



How do charities use Researchfish Data?

Standalone Research Impact reports: Short presentations:

Infographics 



How do charities use Researchfish Data?

Fundraising Leaflets 



How do charities use Researchfish Data?

Retrospective Portfolio Analysis 



How do charities use Researchfish Data?

Identification of case studies 



What next? 

• Second edition of our research impact report due to be published in the new year

• Continuing to represent our members on sub groups and steering boards

• Supporting the development of the Data Communicator tool 

• Working to support work around increased data sharing where possible

• Helping new charities get started with Researchfish

• Increasing the use of Researchfish data 

• Supporting our members with impact work more broadly through our impact coffee 
club and other activities 



Find Out More  

AMRC’s impact guidance – includes links to the impact report and animation: 
https://www.amrc.org.uk/Pages/Category/impact

AMRC contacts:

Dr Suzanne Rix, Research Manger 
s.rix@amrc.org.uk

Dr Jocelyn LeBlanc, Impact Analyst 
j.leblanc@amrc.org.uk

https://www.amrc.org.uk/Pages/Category/impact
mailto:s.rix@amrc.org.uk
mailto:j.leblanc@amrc.org.uk

