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A NAME IS NOT ENOUGH
A researcher can share a name, or change their 
name, or use their middle name or initial, or their 
name could be spelt differently, or have an 
accent…







WHAT IS ORCID?
• An identifier for researchers

• A registry

• A set of standard procedures for connecting 
researchers to their affiliations and activities

• A committed community building connectors

• An international-scale open research effort



ORCID’s vision is a world where 
all who participate in research, 

scholarship, and innovation are uniquely 
identified and connected to their 

contributions and affiliations across time, 
disciplines, and borders.



These connections matter because 
research progress is based on the 

communication of ideas – between 
individuals, and organizations – and 

research credit and careers are built on the 
quality and success of those 

communications. 



How do we help to showcase 
the unique contributions each 

researcher makes? 



Case study 1: Research 
resources. 



EXAMPLE USE CASE
• Researcher applies for access to a resource; 

“Giant Laser”, providing their ORCID ID

• The organization that owns the giant laser, or 
processes the application adds information 
about the researchers access to their ORCID 
record. 



WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?
• People, articles and research resources are 

linked in a robust machine and human readable 
manner.

• It becomes easier to track the outputs of 
research resource users
• Through article metadata (e.g. DOIs)
• Through ORCID metadata



WHAT DOES ORCID MEAN BY 
“RESEARCH RESOURCE”?
• Infrastructure, collections, equipment or 

services that require a specific proposal process 
or credential to access.

• Tending towards the ‘large’, i.e. national or 
international scale resources.

• “Things researchers use for their research”



WHAT WILL IT LOOK LIKE?



WHAT WILL IT LOOK LIKE?



Meanwhile, downstream…
• When the researcher submits an article based 

on their use of the resource for publication, the 
publisher:
• Asks the user to provide their ORCID ID
• Checks their ORCID record for research resources
• Enables the researcher to pick which research 

resources are associated with the article
• Includes the ORCID ID and research resource 

information in the article metadata



Case study 2: people and 
organisations. 



PUBLISHER
Assert Authorship

EMPLOYER
Assert Affiliation

FUNDER
Assert Award

CONNECT

COLLECT

COLLECT

CONNECT

CONNECTCOLLECT

How things used to look



But it wasn’t a complete picture

Qualifications?
Invited positions and Distinctions?
Membership and Service?

These are vital contributions to research, and 
major indicators of career esteem.



New 
affiliations

Qualifications
Invited positions and 
Distinctions
Membership and 
Service
Now available in the 
user interface and 
forthcoming API 
versions (3.0 rc1)+



How do we help researchers to 
share their uniqueness? 



ORCID
Reducing
Burden and
Improving
Transparency



ORBIT: AN OVERVIEW
ORBIT is our flagship funder engagement project. 
We have assembled global working groups of 30 
funders and research information  and policy 
experts.

The groups oversee the project, build and test 
ORCID integration in funding workflows, and help 
to find shared solutions to common problems.



ORBIT: AN OVERVIEW

This year we have been:
• Automatically populating funding applications 

with CV and career information
• Sharing grant funding information via the ORCID 

registry
• Extending the availability of research 

information, and making it easier to re-use



WHAT’S NEXT?
• A funders “open letter”
• Quantified evidence of the benefits of identifiers in 

funding workflows
• A long term communication strategy to share the 

results of the project, pathfinders, and share best 
practice
• Engage with policy makers to ensure more 

consistency in ORCID adoption and use
• Use ORCID iDs to make reporting and evaluation 

more efficient



Every researcher and every career is unique. 
There are many pathways to impact. 

We want to help researchers to share more of 
their uniqueness efficiently and transparently. 


